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ADVERTISEMENT. 


A ſecond "FAR of this trifle ET not go into othe TTY 
without my reſigning all pretenſions to a compliment 
which the Authors af the London Review. for June, 
have been fo kind as to pay me. This Anfwerer ap- 
<« pears,” ſay they, to be the ſame writer who an- 


cc ſwered the famous Declaration of the American Con- 


e greſs. Could I flatter myſelf, that there is any 


foundation for it, the gentlemen do not know how. 


proud I ſhould feel of their miſtake. | 


The ſame gentlemen do me 5 no little honour, when 


they claim the praiſe of having 66 Antigipated, in a for- 
* mer Review, ſome of my remarks; and of having, 
in another, applied a metaphor to Lord Chatham, to 


© which my concluding allegory bears a ſtriking re- 


e ſemblance: But I do aſſure theſe gentlemen that, 
until this preſent half hour, T-never ſaw one word 


of any one of their Reviews in my life. . | 
Manx, | H. C. 


Lincoln g- Inn, 
24 Ja 777. 


—— 


mY «a + - 


all other his Majeſty's liege 9 pe. 


indeed any apology 2 2 en for this 
addreſs, I can on oh 25 that I feel this 
tb be one of thoſe few moments, in which 
** decorum yields to an higher duty. There 
« are occaſions,” Sir, yoo well know, when 
any, even the flighteſt chance of doing good, 


4 muſt be ſeized, even by the moſt I too am 
modeſt . even by the moſt * 


— 


= perſon 9 


.. Whether the W 9s. 06 Sherits 
by: really flower than the u 


the. pint Er) on of the Sheriffs of this: 


fine! good city” of Briftol Hower than, x the 


bei * Me Burke's 3 March 3 1775. p · 8. TR ; 
re underſtands i 


5 7 LS 
_ underſtandings of the Sheriffs of all other 


cities, is much too weighty a matter for 


_ my determination. But, upon my honour! 
from the arguments of your letter, I do not 
quite know what to think of your opi- 
nion on the ſubject. Well was it, however, 
that the patriotiſm of this honeſt, well- 
ordered, virtuous city; this city, whoſe 


% people preſerve more of the original Engliſh 


« ſimplicity, and purity of manners, than 
« perhaps, any other; well was it that this 

city, diſdaining all its own men and magi- 
„ ſtrates” (Oh Briſtol! guando ego te aſpiciam? } 
« of large and cultivated underſtandings, fit 
“ for any employment, in any ſphere #'— 
Well was it, that this city, ſo favoured of 


Heaven, ſent off expreſs to London, for you, 


Sir — that, not finding you at London, they ſent 
.to_Malton—that, po finding you at 
Malton, they brought you, without a wink of 
ſleep, to Briſtol that bringing you to Briſtol, 
they elected you their repreſentative! Other- 
wiſe the world might ſtill have wanted this 
letter. No es ps 


| + See Mr. Burke's ſpeeches at his arrival at Briſtol, and at 


the concluſion of the poll; wherein we are told of the aſtoniſh» 


ing journey of patriotiſm ffom Malton, which he left at fix 
_ efclock on Tueſday evening, to Briſtol, which he reached at 
half. paſt two, on the Thurſday afternoon—and wherein he 


4 „ 


ann iel, that, in all tust time, be 


never flept. 
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eyery other country, at this flattering .mo= 


5 


iid how 1 trem * even now, to think, 


that. if the evil genius of this country had 
5 ſuggeſted the miſchievous idea to any one; 
or that if our friend, John the Painter, the 
good genius of America (who, I think, ſhewed 


s attachment alſo to Briſtol), had eſcaped Pl 
little longer, and, among his other patriotie 


3 ideas, had conceived that of robbing the mail, 


while this precious packet was upon its road 
how I ſhudder to think, even now, when | 
the poſſibility of ſuch a misfortune i is at an 
end, of the inconſolable loſs which this coun- 
and America (I aſk pardon ] America I be- 
lieve ſhould ſtand frſt)— which America and 
this country would have ſuſtained! Meſſrs. 
John Farr, and John Harris, would, in that 
cruel caſe, have loſt the glory of poſſeſſing ſo 


illuſtrious. a correſpondent; America would 


have miſſed the encouragement which ſhe 


muſt undoubtedly draw from your patriotic 


letter; and this country the wiſdom and the 
improvement which your. doctrines moſt clear- 
ly muſt afford it! Then would not the aſto- 
niſhed gratitude of Great Britain, doubtful 
for which of your thouſand deeds of patriotiſm 
moſt to thank you, ſtand thus at gaze, and ex- 
hibit a filent figure of diſtracted admiration, 
almoſt / worthy a deſcription. in your own 
<. ſublime and beautiful, or by the ſublime 
and beautiful pencil of your own Barry; then 


would not every voice, in your own, and i in 


a ment, 


£54 


Ur Ainitliſtaltiva' be now! erung in 


3 tb Jour pfittfes ; then would net the 
tou ghd'griteful feng ef  Areriean freedom 
eben your fholleft ear, den in your Roman © 


rctreienr dt eb cbseldd Weetiy Wuftetl by 
Ke mg veche of che Atlanties and many 
bronld perkiths never tiave knôwnd What many 


we bft Pfei mier of fationl), that the lte ut 
for che paftial ee of 'the Hades Cor. 
ich pooled, d carfies inte exten, 


6: e pee ech es, to All the principles, 


7 "of che &6hbitationtl policy ef 


| 8 Britain, but even of that Ipecies of 
4 Höſtile juſtice, Which no àfperity of war 
% Wolf Exting — 3 the e of” , ci. 


vile beste 2 2 
But isbn 620 went tie ddt k of ions 


mo longer. Thus, Sir, it Was my intention to 
Have cbptinued this Jetter: B. fuppoſing you 


that Which, alas! du Are n6t, to Have (Hewh 
you What _ {46 Beben Frtera 


mmiſte''joco. © | Itripath ent truth, however, will 


486 K Cesc bed. it bs emy for the prac- 


ſtiſed abilities f a Patriot to Hold that lan- 


Suage, through three quarters of a hundred 


'of 6tavb pages, Which I can never believe 
im to have really 'imeatit. Oe picture you 
. Ade W that thould be Burke. "ESR" ow 


* Letter, p- 4. 


dent, br id perſeet dun. with your toulleſt | 
_ kathivets! then would St the Kecordant 


willy perkreps, Mll nder believe (Nd if ſtanet vf 


NOW 


* a 7 
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4 | 
not What follaws- Rut my deſign ic by nd | 
means to give yau back again <ven-that len< 
tikul | Which, in all your pbbbaations; 
vou mmer down, with ſObbetala ahdrupon 

| A miniſters (the Marquis obly excepted, and 

| big. ff carl aflogiatss &; among whom 
was tha modeſt Mr. Burge) : and 1 in this 

„ dubhieatian vou, ſhourer down; if n wy 

>. right, on more than. miniſters. | 1 OR. 5! 

t 

- 


be fetter which Lou fit don to unkver, 
h ſrangs tag bt made a vehicle for all the ill 


N | linguage:which has:evtr: been ijttered about 
| the America/ivac;! a5 | well as abont tie Two 
c laſt acts. In the opigions of ſome 4 men of 
che greateſt wildom (you may he ſunę that I 
; "- do nat ſpeak of y nion,: which'in all 
| i circumſtances muſt be vain and frivo- 


ff lous:|"),-muck af your er conſiſtꝭ of a 
; tale collection of daily arguments and weekly 
7 5 eſlertions. which have been every week re- 
fate, and every day proved falſe. Much of 
n it is ſaid to be the commoneſt of all common - : 
\ place political declamation; and not a little is 
thought, I know, rather to ſtrain that confi- 
dence, 3 your modeſty informs us your 


. | th b nen » ce _ 
Ve TS if In 10 

1 ö 0 ee P» Es # Os : 18, 9 1 6 6, 
on Letter, p. 9. 55 P. a P- 
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Mine, however, is not yet a name 10:b6 iodul- 


ged in general declamation ; and in your other. 


| 2 J have ſomething elſe I hope about 

me, which will effectiratly. keep me from 
imitating you. It is in reality my ** misfor- 
4 tune to be one of thoſe, to whoſe influence 


& nothing will be granted, who muſt win 
every inch of their ground by e $7 | 
Let me now enter the liſts. 


or we Al For the Luer bf Mardue you | 
do exceedingly well to fay but littlec- Per- 


haps it might not have been very much 


amiſs had you ſaid ſtill Jeſs. There are men 

of inferior underſtandings, not quite ſo quick 
at graſping ſyſtems by intuition as you ma 
* who are dull enough to expect that — — 


entleman goes ſo far as.—““ exceptionable 


as any thing may be, and as he thinks it is 
ee jn ſome particulars he ſhould. oblige 
them with ſomething a little like proof, or, 


at leaſt, like charge. Excuſe my taking the 
freedom to hint this method; but I ha 
really known it Pe before no 1 
e pores 7 a þ ep 


-Of theater At forthe partial 9 
of the. Habeas Corpus, 1 Roe: already tran- 
ſcribed A moſt conciſe and terrible opinion. 


k 4 has. 


% * 
6 


* Mr. Vs Sp. 22 ; March 1775: TIC 
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glorious rays of your eloquence diſpelled the 
miſts of error, when I was weak enough 
verily to believe it ſo. But how totally dif- 
ferent the matter really and truly is! The 


E 1. 


And by heavens, with what an acute, and more 
than eagle ken muſt you ſearch into the ſecrets: 
: of — To a common obſerver, this act 
undoubtedly appears as proper, as neceſſary, 


as. ; juſtifiable, and conſtitutional an act, as any 


act which any parliament ever thought fit to 


paſs.——Nay, I proteſt to you, there was a 
moment of mental darkneſs, before the 


ſword of government, which I fondly ima- 


gined was drawn in fatherly defence of my 


liberty, your abilities have, in a moment, 


convinced me is tremblingly hanging oven 


my fated head, by a hold more attenuated 
than the W _ of — vt 121 


5 en 5 via oe IS all Sh acithben FS, | 
glowing metaphor, all the force of brilliant 


ſtyle and harmonious periods, to .reprobato 
this act, and to conſign the framers of it to 
political infamy, you chooſe to forget the 
conſtant, cuſtomary. conduct in all times 
of public confuſion: and imminent danger: 


In ſuch times, you know, Sir, for ignorance 


is not one of your failings— better for your 
other failings if it were! You. know, that, 


in all ſuch times, parliament | has alway 
| ſtrengthened the hands of the crown. When 


1 e | the 


18. 1 


the Gate i is in danger, pattiamant bar alvrays | 
authorized the! magiſtrate, and always muit 
ary ſuſpeniion of 


authorize: _ by a tempor 
the ys act, ta impriſon ſuſpaſtem 


perſons, auithe 


et detrimenti c 
frat acoonfiliuni we Pri 


tatisi In theſe 


moments of extreme emergency," 3 ; 


parts with its liberty for a, white, in order. 
22 . ir for ever. 55 + N 9 wer 92 * vir 


25chook | 


% * 
me 


+ 
— 


| _ as e ma 
t deny c bee kee of pichlie 


confuſion and imminent danger.“ Wand 


to Hezven any man eduld — — 


u But even you are (obliged! tor) allow: 
iti And, by allowing it fot therfake of n 
falſe argument, you deſtroy! all your ther 


arguments. It is where you are pleaſed to 


V That 5 the perſons whomake a naval 


b wu upon as, in chnſbquence of the;proferit © 


| troubles, may be bell; but oughe aut ta 
©! be balled, er treated us, pirates .. 


ech 228101 01 Slot nor ira Ipointos + 
| Mami Sirphave che goodnoſs to turn hack ta 
former acts of this kind; paſſed in former nrou- 


Ses, And an forwer en N nine, Ithink, 


SY 101 183720 8 £1 It * to Std 101 


„ FTheſe ae dhe ver won FB nes cls. | 


. —0. . en, | 
in 


v. in laco. 2 ft Jr! 
5 73 Wet. N ade 16 


2. 1 4 
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Saving axy fagſon for „ de. 
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"a _ dis, Roo EY f pß)77) a Rt. a6 


Ken 


of them (i ctaice/your/ own! Non) 8 
4 adj miniſtatian to confino, as long as it tha 
«think proper within the dptation df the 


t Act thois, wham che act naſeri hes # or 


Whether they do not, all of them, allow 
* the bare /u Adin of the crown, to put 
1. ud ànd {ſuch per ſans out off the bt,” 
as| well as this? Mhecher they do nat, aBrof 


them convey, if. paſſihle, fuljer povrers than 


this ? Sir, L wilhtetell you that they all da al 
theſe things. And IT. e 7 2 
ef A daſc, which yon migba⸗ have hoard 
montinnad in the- Heaton uppen the . 
reading: af eee —_— ib 
— at ta radual: growth of an 
—— motion into a r — 
eſtabliſhed law you now think it patriotic and 
many to exert ali iyour. metaphor iandTall 
your ĩmagery. Ittis the cafe uf Bir Willaicm 
Wyndham, hh wis denied the henoßn 
the Habeas: Corp un, though: committed upon 
hare ſuſpicion: g ear Soleman argument, tha . 


judges were uaammandly of :Opamon;: | 
ſhould be remanded to Tg, — 


oo commitmentayazgeod. . = 


$381: 28 5978211 10 Hells 


* 
e hoin dne this ac Epe IS and:canry 


1 into cecutian ꝓurpn fes cn t idtory totall 
fe ys el _ ere of the confticuiona 


BE T 


go 


. Letter, Pe 17. s 
Tu | policy 


1e 


«policy 


| Af war wholly extin 
a civilized people“? This may be à well 

rounded period, 1 det it is oP little ay 
| truth or 8 oy | 


2 & $%:+ o® 


Ty 1 * 922 2 
| "The letter 6 goes on to ba « They" 

{the perſons deſcribed by the act) · are to be 
* detained in priſon to a future trial, and 
dietained in priſon, not only to a future trial, 
but to _ * ignominious puniſhment r.“ In- 


deed! My edition of the act ſays no fuch 
thi 5 puniſhment will 
| — ilt. It is Mr. Burke who 


joſes tha, all his my en moy 
| bus ier 14 3 1 rer 441 Ane 
_ VzTorthis — of the TOP 1. e. to en- 
abel adminiſtration to confine pirates, you are 
: Pleaſed to expreſs no ſmall diſlike, Bec it 
doeg not fairly deſcribe its object. Your 
friends, the Americans, may be rebels, you 
readily: allow ; but you contend that they 


oughi not, according to the natural diſtinc- 
and order of crimes, to he 


tion of things; 
called, or treated as, pirates 1. The Ameri- 
_ cans'are obliged to your conſcientious juſtice; 
and, till CE: the: res 0. — _ 
kao ino 5c 936 3 1: Wh 
* 3 P · 4 | 4 Lener, . . 


I Lenin, p- 15 1 
letter, 


of Great Beituing but even of that 
ies of hoſtile juſtice, -which no aſperity | 
es in the minds of 


1 

letter, 10 did think, I maſt own, chat 
were a little obliged to the lenity ofthis; - 
fince, as you admit *, Piracy, in the eh 
Fe ol the ] law, is a leſs offence than N 
en e 
But 40 ſuffer me to preſent you with a little | 
ſm, Sir — Tis all own, upon my 
= enther curious, - * 22 os | 
SW IO! oon 05 578 HOT 1 iche 
10 Mifken virtas is not infarngus=» ort 
. Rebellion is miſtaken virtue 
= Rebellion i is not infamous. (gien 
14 £30 2 5 111 a2: 9#% £4 Ber 18 + zie 2 

What bloody effects of miſtaken virtue will 
the American rebellion (though I think you. 
rather chooſe to have it à wur, in the reſt of 
your —not rebellious, obſerve, but—virtvepſly . 
en e affprd to -Farure hiſtorians? 
| fat 101 Nl iq vas 5 
are Bis. & Kind as to obſern ane her error into 
it which the hurry of e piſtolary compoſition, 1 
out ſuppoſe, has made you fall. Piracy y * 
you low to be'5* an odious and infamous offene: 
hey The Americans, you allow; may be rebels; | 
nc and iracy, you grant, is a le, offence? that 
be tebellion. Now, I: would juſt aſk, in a fu 
eri- ture edition of your letter, what 
ice; I more ſtrong than odious and infamous - 
out mean to affix to that offence of gebe | 
. -» [which you claim for - Jour American friends, 


1 ® Letter, p. 6. 
& , in 


* 


1 1 


| proferencs 40 the offence H 'pitgey 1 29d in 
05 Lade 


e v aper 0 


ca + we £ * * 
70! 22 LG — — Ya a ne 1s # 21 68 57 81 — T 10 3 


Boe what will you fy 3 your pompous 


W between e e wochen 
1 7 . e BET e if 
8 you WD. an bonourabl her, ch 
moſt clearly. brings all perſons ating under 
the pretended authority of yeur High and 
— — Cangrels, within the defeription of 


pirates; and which inflicts Peer them pM: 


PRERPAts of pixatey2 boold $i 
vor: 32d IA. 88 
as * And be it furthes hs That i 

een at his een born fubjedts, 
of genizens chis kingdom, ſhall commit 
any piracy or — "rg or any act of hoſti- 


Kalitz, ggeinſt ethers: his Majgſtyis fubjeds 


endes ay under colobr gf any com 
_ *f: ragſhoy fim any; foreign prince or Bate, gr 


* preface... of + apthority. from any perſon 


** :whatigever, ſuch gffender and offenders, 


i e, nal be deemed, adjugged, and gaken 
eto he Fs: cles, ande xpbbers.;: and 
che, & being dul 2 ouyiged. thereof, 
40 e Fe, al bo have and oo H ſuch, pains. of 
pn. As pirates, & ught ton have 

2 e * 3 And upon 9 


2 N. . 7. 


: 4 11 | nals 


one 


ne 


dot bonburable to the juſtice bf the king- 
« dom *. Do you find any account,” Sir, 


1 


nals of the Houſe,” Sir, ay patriotie matze | 


to leave cat the word pirate, ih this ud 


and t inifert te word r,? becauſe: t 


ſhould never DW the offece of à fel. 
« low creature, hen we cannot ſoften his 

« puniſtument hecauſe <4 the general fenfe 
« f mankind proclaims, -thit-thoſe offences 
t Wich ariſe em: miſtaken virtue are not 
« in the ch of infamous actions Abreauſe 


td abufe an offender, and to ball him 4 


40 ken who bught to de fyled a rebel; s 
opare a ſort vf maſq uod procveding, 


of any ſuch motion upon any of theſe 
yronnds ?. Sir, this reaſoning was unknown 
to the fimplicity of former times ; it was re- 
ſerved to be uſhered into the nn Wn 


wp the e Mr. Burks. 


bo x 


Bit, Sir; with your ermishon; T have 
another little extract for you. Theſe fame» 
Acts of partiaments are ſtubborn, rough, un- 
vivil gentry. Your: great orators and declaim- 


ers run on as ſmooth as /glafs, till one of theſe 
have the impertinence to come acroſs their 


eloquence, und throw them down. We are 
now got to 174 5, and then you will allow 
there was ſomething like a rebellion, 1 ſup- 


| youu or + patriots, 1 think, don't es ets 


2 Letter, p.56. 
h the 


* 
Le 
. 


3 
the Scotch. But ſtill the term pirates was 
fficient for the vengeance of: thoſe days. 
Nay, moſt unluckily, but moſt certainly, the 
legiſlature (tho you will have it that ſuch a 
K maſqued proceeding is diſhonourable to the 
* juſtice of the kingdom”) was at the trouble 

of paſſing an act particularly, ſolely, and on 
oſe to degrade an offence when it did 

« not ſoften the puniſhment ;” to make it 
lawful to try, and 'to- puniſh, as pirates, per- 
ſons guilty of high treaſon. Nothing but 
. truth could give me this Fahey but 
te plain truth and clear evidence can : be beat 


: « * down by: n no e 7 s 
Sir, hate. is no playful imagery, no te 
of metaphor, no pomp of political ſenti- 
ment to impoſe upon your reaſon; take 
my argument in the very words of | the 


act. This is rather more dull, to be 
fure, than your brilliant ſtyle; but, I hope, 


is almoſt as convincing. Whereas by an 
« act made in the eleventh year of King 
6 William the third,“ 3. e. the act I juſt 
now mentioned“ it is enacted,” &c. Then 
it recites that act, and goes on afterward 


« And whereas ſince the preſent wars with 
„ France and Spain, divers of his Majeſty 8 


“ natural born ſubjects have entered in the 
bo ſervice of his enemies, &c. and compete 
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« ted divers hoſtilities, Ce. and n 
« doubts have ariſen whether, as ſuch- offend= 
« ers have been guilty of high treaſon, they 
% can be deemed. guilty of felony, &c. 
« therefore, to put an end to the ſaid 4B p99 


„ &c, be it enacted, &c, That all perſons 


« who, during the preſent. or any future 
« wars, have committed, or ſhall commit 
« any. hoſtilities upon the ſea, &c. by virtue 
« or under colour of any commiſſion, .&c. 
« © may be tried as pirates, felons, and rob- 
e bers, &c. in the ſame manner as perſons 
& guilty of piracy, felony, or robbery *,”.&c. 
And then concludes like the act I mentioned 
before. What becomes now, Sir, of your 
pea to 60 the enen ſenſe of ma * 


But key 3 we yet Rong F ous rea» 
(pings. under the maſk of ſerious argument; 
and that too addreſſed to the paſſions of your 
readers, was not ſufficient; all muſt conclude 
with a pleaſantry— If Lord Balmerino, in 
* the laſt rebellion, had driven off the cattle 
* of .twenty clans, you ſhould have thought 
« it a ſcandalous, and low juggle, utterly un- 
% worthy the manlineſs of an Engliſh judi- 
* cature, to have tried him for felony, as a 
* ſtealer of cows . — Should you truly 


Here is a precious mockery 11“ The 


legiſlature,” not Wining * the ame | 


5186. 2. e. 30. 3 + Letter, P- 6. b 
2 1 B's . 19 April, 1774+ | | pg” 
thing 
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to be a ſcandalous and low. juggle,“ 
that yon do; has abſolutety acted directly 
ire! chis un and worthy manner and 


friend Lord Balmerind, if, inſtead of 


the cattle of wetity: clans, he had driven away 
the cattle of ene pariſh, or of Half a pariſh, 

of one clan, or of half à elan, in Northum- 
derland; or in Cumberland, or in the adja- 
oent parts of Scotland, would moſt clearly 
hate been trieb for felony, as a ſtealer of 
eds, and, yo may afſure yourſelf, would 
have: been (range d is too degrading à term 
for a lord, if pirate be too degrading. a name 


for an American rebel)——boen bafely 22 


e IAIN . 


24 * 3 1 ; * 


Sir, when the Scottiſh war 70 . call them 2 


all Wars, of all rebellions) already began to 


threaten when the enemies of 23 1 


under the appearance of patriot ifi, alre 
began to impoſe upon Wealk minds: (thets 
have been ſuch men in alt times) not long 
after an 20 to empower” his Majeſty to ſe- 
* - 2006/28: detain ſuch peffons a * Ma- 
jefty mould ſigpec, were gainſt 
4 14 perſon and government 9 722 
was admitted then) In - the lame -year, 
Sir, was continued. of An act for pre- 
«. venting. of theft and rapine upon the 
northern borders | of England original 
pointed by the hand of that legiſlature again 


K 932 
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«ce a great 


"©. 3 * >; 


rr V.O0. 
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10 2 great number of lewd, diſorderly, and 


% -Jawleſs perſons, being thieves and robbers, 
4 commonly called Moſs- troopers: and 
now levelled by the hand of this parliament 
apainſtcthe-young and callow rebellion-which ' 
had not yet dared much beyond its northern 
eyry; which (for if metaphor were but argu- 
ment, you would beat me hollow) which : 
was yet, „as it were but in the griſtle, and 


not yet hardened into the bone of man- 
60% Goon. 22 i 5 TI | | ; 


75 7 


And 8005 Sir, 1 cottien your beten 


10 its private meditations upon the important 


diſtinction between pirates and*rebels ; ;. which 
in much about as reaſonable as if a poor gen- 
tleman, who had been unfortunate enough 
to fight a duel with piſtols, were to appeal 
to the general ſenſe of mankind, againiſt 
the diſhonourable juſtice of the kingdom, 


and. againſt ** the ſcandalous and low juggle 


of unmanly law, becauſe the dignity of 
his © offence is degraded” — the natural 


« diſtihction of things, and N of crimes, 


“ confounded, —and the whole frame of 


I juriſprudence diſordered— if an honour- 
able and illuſtrious duelliſt, whoſe offence 
ariſes from miſtaken virtue, may be baſely 


and ignorantly tried (does not your blood 


| boil, FOE at the idea 7) upon doo 
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A 
the more effectual puniſbing wicked and 
* evil-diſpoſed perſons going armed in diſ- 


* guiſe. Upon an act made againſt © diſ- 
<< orderly, perſons having aſſociated them 


<« ſelves under the name of Blacks, to aſſiſt 
<< one another in ſtealing deer, and in rob- 


“ bing watrens, and | 


"oh black act *. ; 


6 The n &< Sebi "TY an ds 
ſion, at leaſt, of which you are ſomewhat 
fond, might attempt, perhaps, to colour or 


to explain away theſe ſtubborn facts; but 


the good ſenſe of my countrymen will liſten 
to them, though they do not bear the ma- 
gical recommendation of was name of 


Harke. I 


As to your paſts ahdiv very fortunate quo- | 


tation from the oracle of our law, Lord Coke, 
e thoſe things which are of the higheſt cri- 
minality, Sky be of the leaſt . 


Alas ! it is but too true; there is no contra- 


dicting him; and your letter, which is ſaid 
by your friends to do you ſo much credit, 
moſt kindly and happily provides us, at one 


and the ſame time, with the rule and with 
the example. Let me have the merit, dear 
Sir, of recommending Lord Coke's 2 


1 words to Os as the propereſt of 


9 Geo. I. c. 22. 1 Mr. eee 1 1775. 
. | | mottos 


tak 


Fa}. 
mottos for the next edition of your letter. 
The motto will be moſt applicable, believe 


me. ** Thoſe things which are of the high- 
_ +7217 criminality, Oy be of the leaſt ** 


WO; We y 


We come now to 4 Sgt objection to the 
2 purpoſe of the act, which is unluckily 
prefaced by informing your Briſtol, friends, 
that-you -** muſt hongſiy tell them your ob- 
e jection *. Now, 5 b do not . 
es ee PET ' | 


- Ta it is, . te an wt of: aka 
s had, previouſly to this act, put the Ame- 
% ricans out of the protection of the law : 
and folikewiſe would a ſimple individual, HAM 
ſhould be outlawed for refuſing. to recognize 
the authority of the law, be put out of the 
protection of the law. But true it is, that 
both the outlaw and the Americans, by ſub- 
mitting to the authority of the law, and by 
returning to allegiance, may, whenever their 
wiſdoms fee fit, re- enter into * 46 ee, 
“tion of the law.“ i 


True it is, thr ec "the 1 lllanes of this 
* kingdom had, previouſly to this act, or- 
% dered all their ſhips and goods” (I 


take your own tranſlation of the 2 9 


— 


„ . * Le. b 7. | 
. | C 2 5 «c — 
| | 35 
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. he; mere newy- created offence of exerciſing 
** trade” (this mere_new-created offence hap- 
pens to be open rebellion, however), to be 

divided a8 a ſpoil among the ſeamen of the 


40 navy *. And what elſe could any other legiſ- 


lature have done? when, previouſſy to this very 


act, this very people; this“ unhappy, pro- 
4 ſcribed, interdicted people t; had forbidden 


al correſpondence (I . I ſay —I ſpeak 
om facts, and Mr. Burke knows I'do)—had 


forbidden all correſpondenee with this“ un- 


natural, unjuſt, and cruel,” country 


had 1 commiſſions for the ſeizure of 


Britich ſhips had appointed: judges for the 


3 of Britiſh captures. What, I 
aſk, under theſe circumſtances, : would the 
legillature of Mr. Burke's Utopia have done? 
But true it is, Sir, that, after all, upon their 
ſelves did this act alſo depend for its dura- 
tion. If the rebellion had no-longer exiſted (I 
begpardon), the mere new-created offence of 


= 


* exerciſing trade, this act would no longer 


x have exiſt ed Had they returned to their al- 
legiance, this act would. Rae; been W 


* itſelf. 5 ; 3 


1 This, Sir, «] wa honeftly tell you, £5780 


the fair way of ſtating it. To ſtate it in any 


other way would, I know, have been, in tlie 
elegant 8 Part of Mr. Burke 8 eloquence, - at 


* Lauer, 5. 7% Letter, b. 7. t Leiter, p. 7. 
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leaſt to b ſtate 
"8 ſkilfully—to excel in a moſt luminous _ I 
6 n and ae of the n i 
„ 
After this, will the atknowledned: candour 
of ſo juſtly diſtinguiſhed a character as Mr. 
Burke, come and deliberately tell us, that 
American acts of hoſtility upon the ſeas muſt 
not be called piracy, much leſs rebellion— 
muſt only be called “ an unnatural conten- 
« tion ;“ or, in his ſtill more lady-like 
phraſe, << the neceſſary repriſals (I warrant 
you) = of an unhappy, proſcribed, interdicted 
people! ?” Will the candour of Mr. Burke, 1 
fay, without any: thing like a bluſh, venture 
gravely to aſſure us, that to fligmatize with 
the crime of piracy,” acts of hoſtility com- 
mitted by Americans; which they can never 
commit without what he allows to be a greater 
crime, rebellion ; and to which, J aver, they 
have not been driven by any previous act of 
parliament, nor by any thing but by their 
refuſal to return to their allegiance, and by 
their deſite of independence Will Mr. 
Burke ſay, that, to call his piracy, is a 
** procedure, which would have appeared (in 
any other legiſlature than ours) a ſtrain of. 
e the moſt inſulting and moſt unnatural 
& cruelty and injuſtice? and that he does: 
not remember to have heard of any ching 


F Mr. B's Speech, 10 April %% * Lener p. 41. 
e | C + "om like 
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6 like it, in any time or country?“ Mr, 


Burke, in the fulneſs of his patriotiſm, may 
venture, if he pleaſe, ** honeftly to aſſure 


* ys” of all this; but he and his friends 


| have not yet, I truſt, ſufficiently practiſed 
upon the credulity of this country, to conceal 
* the falſchood, the baſeneſs, the abſurdity, 


6 of ſo moſt audacious an apnea 12 


lt a gentleman fall into a ridiculous argu- 


ment in the warmth of converſation, we ſee it 
without ſurprize; but we ſee it with concern. 


When a gentleman of abilities is not content 

* with one ridiculous argument - When he gives 
us a rope of them hen he ſets his name to 

them when he commits them to paper, to 


| print—when he carries them to a ſecond edi- 
tion — we ſee it with ſomething more than 


common concern; we ſee it with concern for 
the frailty of buman nature, ; | 


| Next, Sir, you bring u us to the 1 pro- 


feſſed purpoſe of the act; which is to detain 
in England, for trial, thoſe who ſhall com- 


mit high treaſon in America ; and to this 
ſecond ri you highly and loudly object, 
All your objections, it is true, have, before 
now, been many times urged, and hefore 
now, been as many times refuted, But it is 


patlible, that the worſhipful n of Briſ- 


Mr. B' Speech, 19 re p. 67. 
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tol, dutifully and religiouſly confine ther 


political ſtudies to the ſacred writings of their 


inſpired repreſentative. If the ability and 
invention of Mr. Burke condeſcend to dreſs 
up the oldeſt arguments, and ſome of them 
not in the neweſt kind of ways; ſurely an 
humbler individual, who, though no flaming 
patriot, wiſhes as well to this country, per- 
hu as Mr. Burke, may, without bluſhing, 
borrow , an anſwer or two, eſpecially when 
he means to pay, at the ſame time, with 
one or two of his own. e 


It is not the leaſt diſagreeable part of what 
every man has to do who anſwers another in 
print, that he muſt frequently recite his anta- 
goniſt's argument, as a proof that he does not 


miſtake nor miſtate it. When this argument 


happens, not only not to. be inſtructive, but 
not even to be new, the impatience of Mr. 
Burke's genius will eaſily give me credit, when 
I complain that the taſk is not over pleaſant. 


* In 1769, parliament thought proper to 
« acquaint the crown with -7herr conſtructiom 


of an act of Henry VIII. which was made 


* long before the exiftente or thought of any Eng- 
« liſh Colonies in America, for the trial in 


„this kingdom of treaſons committed out 


e of the realm. By which act, fo conſtrued 


DET > 
„„ . 


— 


FFF | 
* andſoa akin almoſt, all” (I wonder we are 


indulged even with almoſt es that is ſubſtan- ; 
« tial and beneficial in a trial by jury, is taken 4 
« away from the ſubject in the Colonies. 1 


« This is, however, ſaying too little” (I 
= thought the almoſt had no buſineſs there); 
* for to try a man under that act, is in effect 

* to condemn him unheard.” Well! I beg 
parton, This laſt is new indeed! I aſſure 
ou. I do not remember to have heard of 
any thing like it in wy time or coun- 


6 try *, mY 


A man, not aware of the quickneſs of your | 
| genius, would not immediately diſcover that 
you allude here to an addreſs of the Houle ; 
and it ſeems, that this formal addreſs of the 
parliament of 1769 to the Crown, requeſting 
his Majeſty to direct the Governor, of Maſſa- 
chuſet's Bay to procure and tranſmit the fulleſt 
information touching all treaſons or miſpri- 
ſions of treaſons, committed ſince the zoth of 
December 1767, in order that his Majeſſy 
might iſſue a ſpecial commiſſion for trying 
the ſaid offences within this realm, purſuant 
to the ſtatute of Henry VIII T. It ſeems 
that to addreſs his Majeſty thus, and to re- 
queſt this, you now diſcover was to ac- 
4 * the Crown with Their ae 


1 Latter, p. 7. | 4 35 8 VIII. c. 2. Com, 
NO” yol, 3%, P+ 108 · anno 2768, - 


« of 
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1 


« of that act *,” Was it, in real truth, 2 


7 ſuſpenſion of the liberty of the ſubje&t? 


as it their conſtruetion of the act? There 


1s a period in the hiſtory | of this OR 
55 which anſwers loudly. No. | 


This fanatical zeal for the criminal 22 > 


Henry VIII. is not peculiar to the preſent times. 


Other times, and which even patriots will not 
call times of tyranny, fondly fancied the act of 


Henry founded on principles ſo perfectly con- 


ſiſtent with the conſtitution, that the ſame 


pfroviſions, the ſame words, were adopted 1 in 


caſes to which it was thought the act of union 


1 would gt luffer Henry's act to reach Po 


. we are told (for you are too 


well ſkilled in the grouping of rhetorical 
figures to place your moſt: offenſive ones in 


the foreground), that, what was in page 7 


modeſtly. their conſtruction of the ſtatute of 
Henry VIII. is now, in page 14, © a new 


% and unconſtitutional interpretation of it.“ 
Your gigantic patriotiſm takes a larger ſtride 
in the courſe of ſeven octavo pages than in 


the ſpace of three years; for it was not quite 


ſo in your ſpeech of the 19th of April 17744. 


And yet you ſay, © the march of the human 
Mind Is flow ol n we are eee 


» Letter, Pr | 
+ 19 Geo. II. c. 9. To try Scotch criminals i in o hac ; 
which was done, Foſter's Crown Law. 
„„ Mr. B's Speech, 22d March 1775. 
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T 25 1 | 
it was ſornetime before ſaw-the extent of Mr. 


Burke's abilities, and the whole of his ſchemes, I 


10 clearly as I fee them at profiae. 
Untuckily, this conſtruction, for which, 


in your ſpeech of April 1774, the harſheſt 


words you had were revival and application; 

this interpretation (if you- muſt have doing 
any thing purſuant” to a ſtatute, enforcing 
a ſtatute, to be an interpretation. of it) is not 
their interpretation, is not even new, much 
Teſs unconſtitutional. 3 


Butz What you now call the! Enterpibtuntc 
5 conſtruction of the act, is, in fact, only, as 
you ſaid in 1744, an application, a revival of 


- And let us a little fee what claim it has to 


| — blame of novelty: either the good luck of 


my ſearches, or the bad luck of Mr. Burke's 


molt confident aſſertions, ſupplies me even 


_ with more inſtances, in which this law has 
been applied in all its ſtrictneſs, than the nature 
of the offence which it was made to puniſh, 

would lead ns to imagine. It has been, Sir, 


applied in all its ſtrictneſs, whenever occaſions 


have offered; which muſt rad haye 
offered but ſeldom, 


Before the FOI and Wen diſputes 

between the proprietors and people of Caro- 
lina had excited almoſt, what Mr. Burke's 

dell my would term an 1 unnatural contention, 


but 


* 
0 
— (ad. db Se in 
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<Q o waa 


1 


put what I ſhould be rude enough to call 5 a fe“! 


bellion was this act carried into execution 


then, and was Culpe pper ſent hither, and tried 
1 _ this act 2— es 1 


After the Rivolodcn;” in . * RY 


were the ringleaders of an «natural contention - 


in Antigua, wherein the governor was mur 
dered, brought hither by this act, tried upon 
this act; many of them convicted upon this 
att, executed upon this act ?—Yes. [9 


In the Raser caſe of F (if * be 


8 allowed the word), did the Lords Juſtices, 


upon the ſtrength of this uncon/titutional act; 
and notwithſtanding 11 and 12 Will. III. c. 7. 
empowering his Majeſty to appoint commiſ- 
fioners for the trial of pirates in any of his 
Majeſty's iſlands, plantations, colonies, domi- 


' nions, forts or factories—did the Lords Juſ- 


tices fit out a veſſel to bring that unhappy, 
proſcribed, interdicted people, thoſe pirates, and 
the evidence neceſſary for their conviction, to 
this country? Ves. And, if they were not 
tried upon this act, the fault was only in the 
age which obliged the veſſel to py back * | 


10 afſert without proof, is not my mode of 


arguracnt, How then does an honeſt 


* Wynne's Hiſt. of 1 Vol. II. p. IM 
+ See papers relative to Kidd, and * eport * Sir 


find 


e Hedges, Com. Journ, Vol. XIII. 5. 36. 3 37. 


1 } 


- find this tyrannical ſword during all this time? 
Forgotten, eee uae ruſty ? Or kept i in con- 
ſtant uſe and brightneſs by the hand of the 
legiſlature And ĩs the conſtruction of this act 


ſtill zew? And is it ſtill fo condemn a man un- 


heard to try bim upon this aft? He who is 
bardy enough to aſſert theſe things even to 
the Sheriffs of Briſtol, ſhould either conde- 


ſcend a little to enquire whether they ſtand 
flatly contradicted by facts; or, if he knew 
they did (as is more likely; ; though he talk 
of his * little reading, which ſuch errors 
would: almoſt make one believe), he thould 
bave been honeſt: _ not to bare — 


n 


> nn can ae their haves 
| ah often as their fides. 
_ teus.? Falſehood has a perennial ſpring +.” » 


If the interpretation be not ze, at leaſt it is 


| unconſtitutional. Here at leaſt we are ri ight.— 
Why ſo I ſhould have thought; for it was a 


confiirecble time, before I could bring my- 


ſelf to believe, even the cleareſt proofs, that a 
gentleman, whatever may be the rage of par- 
| ty, would, in one page of a letter, boaſt that he 
s preſerved againſt the corruption of nature 
and example, by an habit of life and commu- 
nication of councils with the moſt virtuous and 


. Mr. B's Speech, March 22, 196% 
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How bind my Pro- 


4 29 ] 

poblic-ſpirited men of the age *; and, almoſt i in 
op next, advance two aſſertions, of which nei« 
ther the one nor: the other Bears We nn 
en totruth. 411 ne en ton dove 


5 NESS - 


77 11 - L * 7 


** this be boats 8 Sr, you W FA 
to yourſelf. But the language is not mine. 
Tis the language of that conſtitution, of 
which you talk ſo much. Cum 9a . re- 
publicd collocutus „„ x N 


If . 4c f in a or the; e of - 
it, be unconſtitutional, ten to one, but during 
two hundred years and more, we ſhall hear 
ſomething of it in hiſtory. Mr. Burke is not 
the inventor of patriotiſm ; nor chas hela pa- 
150 for it. Vixere fortes ante A amemnana mul-. 

Perhaps in ſome of the changes, revolu- 
— and reformations, which more than two: - 
centuries and a quarter has produced in dur 
conſtitution, the poiſon of this act has been 
diſcovered by ſome ſtate phyſician or another. 


Did the IF of the petition of rights 
take notice of. it? No. Did the framers of 
the bill of rights ? No. Did thoſe who eſta- 
bliſhed the — in the houſe of Hanover 
think it neceſſary, or make any attempt, to 
liveſt the crown of this unconſtitutional power; 
to alter the proviſion of this unconſtitutional 
act? No. Does any page of any book- afford 
ay inſtance of any deſire to PR: it? No. 


Letter, p. £6, 
But, 


. <2. 

\Notriidtifanding: this, to enforce” it ig 
new, is 1 It may be for what 
I know. To talk fo of this act, is, Þ am ſure, 
much more new, and much more unconſtitu- 
tional. But you tell us, and with more truth 
chan real modeſty, that aaa not” pings 
| 00 e Betis . 


"a Caves: ſes : again. The act Was . Fo 
before the exi ence or thought: f any colonies in 
America. My Proteus has ſlipped now out of 
a falſe aſſortion, into a falſe” argument, 
6; This vermin, hen they are forced into day 


409 but they ſhall have no refuge: 
« make them bolt out of all their holes . 


Excuſe me, Sir, for being ſo free with your 


campoſitions:; but: they are all ſo beautiful, 
aud are ſo 
really quote them 9 without knowing i it. 
1 66 adju 
cc glafs 42 


That, when Hin act was 5s there were 
no Engliſſi colonies in America to give this 
country a ſpecimen of the higheſt ingratitude, 

is moſt true. 
ſame, that America then, as now; was out of 


1522 realm of —— ; and, conſonants 


Letter, p. 45. 
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on one point, are ſure to hurrow in ano- 
I will 


ſtrong upon my memory, that] 
ſt RTE 1 e as at a W 


But it is no leſs true, I pre- 


them 
little 
every 
line 
low t 


a — 1 2 


K Þ 


by the letter of the act, treaſons thereafter f 
committed there, might be tried as if com- 


mitted here. There is another little circum- 
ſtance, which is no leſs true. Tho' there 

were no Engliſh colonies in America, there 

were Engliſh dominions in other parts, which, - 
as the American. colonies are now, were da- 
minions of the King, although out of * this 
« his realm of England.“ There were Jer- 
ſey, Guernſey, Sark, Alderney, Calais. Were 
the framers of this act ignorant of theſe poſ- 


ſeſſions? They muſt have either been igno- 


rant of them, or have meant that Ade * 
ſhould extend. 0 them. N i 
If, after al, Sir, 70 4 2 man om 150 NY 
be (fingular aſſertion!) 72 condemn him unheard; 
with yourforefathers of the 35th of Henry VIII. 
you muſt: ſettle it; tis their affair: or you 
muſt find ſome worthy aſſociate of the 17th af 
George III. wild enough to ſecond your aſſer- 
tion, before you can expect to have ET re- 


85 


As to che an factious 1 murmurs tin 


this poor act, which you give yourſelf the uſe- 


eſs Ad"; of repeating to us, and ſome of 
them more than once; excuſe me if IL take 
little notice of them. Others have taken 
eyery poſſible notice of them, and myſelf. 
line, before Mr. Burke condeſcended to 06 
row ens and what muſt they be, if he have 

2 | not 


kb sse J. 


not W it poſlible. to ennoble them! Fot 


me—b was not born to be a retailer even &, 


__— nec Lb ied J 

As far as 1 am 55 to Mech, you are 
terribly incenſed againſt the act, and ſcold at 
it-monſtrouſly, through I know not how many 
angry pages, for more reaſons than, I am ſure, I. 
can remember, and for many more than, I am 
confident, you can juſtify. Thata pirate ſhould 
be brought hither in the dungeon of a ſhip's 
* hold, and thence vamited into a dungeon on 
e Jand — that he ſhauld be * loaded with 
40 irons, unfurniſhed with money, unſupported 
« by friends, at a diſtance from home, &c,” 
ſeems to touch your humanity, aid almoſt fo 
dtay tears from your patriotiſm. All this 
| ka”: © pai your: good nature, but can never 
tove your political abilities. Take my word 
oP it, eren the inhabitants of Briſtol would 
at laſt rather have you for the guarztan of 
their perſonal, than of their political, liberty; 
and, if they do but liſten to you a little longer 
as the guardian of the latter, they may ſoon 
be glad of a good - natured gentle mim t to de 
en pt the former. E e of | 


The Sans hien 8 appears to concern 
you, is, that American crimes are not left to 
the rigid impartiality of American juſtice. 

In the inſtances of piracy and rebellion, they 


: would net, 1 ſhould ſuppoſe, ſow theirees 
| quite 


* 


33 1 


quite ſo exquiſite in puniſhments, as they 


dave upon other occaſions. I queſtion, whether 
even tarring and feathering would be in uſe; 


googing their humanity, would I certainly 
think aboliſh. There was once a perſon, Sir, 
of ſome authority, as even you will allow; 
who “e confeſſed,” he ſaid, before a great aſ- 
ſembly, that the character of judge in his 
« 'own cauſe, was a thing which frightened 
© him—which exceedingly humbled him &.“ 
From ſo humbling and frightful a ſituation, - 


| that perſon's friends are now relieved. To 


bring an American rebel for trial to England, 
is, we are confidently told, to condemn him 
unheard. I will venture for once (and Tam 
not a confident man) to lay down -- what is a 
little more like truth—that to leave. him to 
be tried there, would be to acquit him with- 
out a trial, For my part, I ſincerely wiſh 
there were ſome place appointed for the trial 
of American rebellion committed in F 


land. 


9 80 letter then proceeds to aa upon 
Britiſh puniſhments, which we have not yet 
ſeen ; upon Britiſh executions which have not 
yet 1 taken place; upon triumphs at Tyburn, of 
which, as yet, yourſelf only has heard. 
To inſtruct parents in their duty by an ex- 
ple from the puniſnment of a diſobedient 
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bon, you voy: prettily aſſure us, is political 
dDonſenſe &. Thoſe who framed the act, and 
thoſe who - addreſſed the Crown to enforce | 


the act, were, I believe, Sir, not ſo nonſen- 
ſical. Stateſmen of all times and ages have 
been-wiſer than to mean ſuch ridiculous in- 
ſtruction; and yet I do not remember that 
the rebel lords were returned to their own 


families, with a ſtrict order that their heirs 
apparent ſhould cut their heads off. It 
Was thought then, that there were people 
to whom the example of an execution in 


En land, for a rebellion committed out 
of England, might apply— And I would 
whiſper you, Sir, that there are, even in 


_ theſe” roaring days of patriotiſm, ſuch men 


to whom ſuch an exam ple might TE 


PPT, might poſlibly be N 


Were I a man inclined to ſeize every little 


| mea advantage, might pauſe a moment at 


the eleventh page of your letter, which com- 
plains bitterly, nay appeals even to God (fo 
alſo can rebellion) about the overturning of 
American franchiſes without — not even 
have the Americans ever got ſo far as the 
next word without charge or hearing. 


The eruelleſt injuſtice at leaſt affects to bring 
a charge — without one I am unwilling to 
| think that even the favourite puniſhment of 


LY Letter, p. 10. 
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neſs alſo ſeems manifeſt, thou; 


> dd 


has ever been inflifted. But I am 
ks to allow ſomething to the honeſt ebul- 
lition of party, ſomething to the glowing 


_ warmth of patriotiſm ; only have the mercy, 


Sir, not to deal in theſe kind of aſſertions. 
And take along with you alſo, that every 
one of thoſe acts, which it is neceſſary for 
the ſake of your arguments you ſhould tell 


us, overturn American franchiſes, without 


charge or hearing, a more temperate man 
would aſſure you in fact do no ſuch thin 


| and were deſigned to do no ſuch chipp—dr6 
' hothing more than eue. acts of Brit 5 5 
' defence *, 


However, 1 alſo * quit ths vantage 
* ground on which I ſtand, and walk down 
„ upon the open plain +,” And there 
J find an exchange of priſoners carrying ON, 
which ſo diſpleaſes you, that you don't reco- 
ver yourſelf for near three pages—Upon my 
honour! I was heartily grieved to fee a 
worthy gentleman put ſo unbecomingly out 
of temper by ſuch a trifle. * I am ſerious, I 
* affure you, even to ſadneſs 15 Your ſad- 
of your ſeri- 

ouſneſs I almoſt doubt. —Your friends the 
Americans have no vaſt obligation to your pa- | 


0 See Riz material argument treated at Jarge, with all that 0 


| Gili and information which mark every page of the 


“ Anſwer to the Declaration of the American ” 
p. 129. 

'+ Mr. B.“s Speech, 19 April, 1774. 
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triotiſm for contending that all thoſe who fall 
intoour hands ſhould be either put tothe ſword 
or reſerved for the halter, in order to provide 
your Res with a aue for its declama- 


But it is not gentlemanly in me to re- 
fuſe an anſwer to a plain queſtion: Who 


& has ever heard of capitulation, and parole 


« of honour, and exchange of priſoners, in 


the late rebellions in this kingdom?“ 
No one. What is the conſequence then? 
That this adminiſtration is milder, or ſtern- 
er; than any other rebellion ever found any 
other adminiſtration ?- Give me the bow— 
let me try my hand at a queſtion. Who has 
ever heard of bringing an inſtance of uncom- 


mon lenity to prove uncommon cruelty? 


There ſtands the queſtion — i will venture it. 
Mr. Burke is the only author of my acquaint- 
ance who knows where to look for an anſwer 
to it; and that too in more than one of his 
e lucubrations . 


Of thee 5 ingenious * and a half, P- 15, 
which you call a great, ſteady, uniform prin- 
ci ple; and in the ſhort courſe of which a 
fu > Þenfon of. franchiſes, alluding to this act, is 
modeſtly implied to be 4 ceſſation of law and 
juſtice — Of this I cannot deſcend low enough 
from my vantage ground to take any notice. 


Letter, p. 1 z. Mr. B's s Speech, March 22, 1775, p. 52. 
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That a partial ſuſpenſion of the Habeas 
Corpus Act is far worſe than an univerſal ſuſ- 
penſion ; that a part is greater, and can do 


more harm, than the whole ; did, I muſt 
confeſs, remain for Mr. Burke to teach me; 
though I ſadly fear the ſtubbornneſs of my 


logic will never learn it even from his elo- 
quence: and yet I am abſolutely writing this 
before dinner; and am, I truſt, within the 


denomination of thoſe  fober - men, - with 


“ whom his arguments are to have weight.” 


Of thoſe arguments the ſum is, if I clearly 


underſtand them (for ** to make any thing 


very terrible, obſcurity ſeems in general to 


* be neceſſary *), that becauſe a partial 
ſuſpenſion (which is partial tyranny) muſt 
end in univerſal ſuſpenſion (which is uni- 
verſal tyranny) — both which parenthe- 
ſes, as well as their intermediate muſt, I 


ſhould conceive might be controverted 


Therefore it is better to have our liberty 
ſwallowed at once, than * hibbled away b; 
« parts; therefore it is wiſer to go, wit! 
every thing that we hold moſt dear, to the 
cave of this wild beaſt of the Gevaudan, and 


civilly intreat him to have the goodneſs to 
make his next dinner upon us, than to wait 


till it come to our melancholy turn to be de- 
voured. But even ideal liberty is better than 


real ſlavery; a living dog, than a dead lion. 
ADS. ſcent of Jonny, 1s ſuificicntly ans. . 


N on the Sublime and Beautiful, p. 99 , 
'D 3 | without 


+ 28 ] E 
without our leading it. From your mourn- 
ful account, Sir, I know not how ſoon, in 
how very few weeks, the very worſt may 
happen to this country; that ** total eclipſe 
of liberty, perhaps, with which your 
croaking threatens us! Suffer, dear Sir, ſuf- 
fer your poor, devoted, darkling country to 
hover round the laſt dying embers of expiring 
freedom; to enjoy the little © interim” (is 
it not a little one ?) all diſmal as it is, 


46 Between * acting of a dreadful thing. 
40 And the firſt motion * !” 


The reaſon which; you give us i 8 
has choſen a partial ſuſpenſion rather than à 


univerſal one, is rather too diverting to be 


paſſed by. ( Becauſe people without much 
. difficulty admit the entrance of that injuſ- 


< tice of which they are not to be the vie- 


1 7 tims. Is this an argument? It is * 


© phantom, a quiddity, a thing that wants, 
** not only a ſubſtance, but even a name *.“ 
Then even patriotiſm, I ſhould think, muſt 
experience ſomething like gratitude to thoſe, 
who, when they might with latety. and im- 
Punity admit the entrance of Injuſtice 
and her train at the folding gates of the temple 
of Liberty, have only ſuffered her to peep 
through the —_ who, when they might 
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bring 


1 IL 5 
bring Egyptian darkneſs upon the land, have 
only produced an inviſible © eclipſe;” who, 
when they might eat up, might devour, have, in 
their voluntary mercy, only ** mibbled.” For, 
they would no more be the victims of a total 
than of a partial ſuſpenſion. * Tyranny,” 
you — 2 never chaſtiſes its own inſtru- 

3 ments.” | 15 2 


It is pofible, Bly that before vou hav 

red thus far in my letter, you may hav 
thought me more than once rather ſevere in 
my way of differing from you in opinion. If 
I have really been unmannerly, I beg your 
pardon ſincerely. This is one of thoſe things 
| in which even your own example could never 
juſtify me to myſelf : and there in a paſſage 
in your letter, Dalliarsd by nothing like an 


" I apology, which would juſtify a haſty man in 
- any language. Nay, the page which I am 
now reading, nay, every page of your letter 
„vvould juſtify much more than I am eee 
of having Aid or meant. 

Little Aabofied with the falſe facts 150 falſe 
arguments that you have already advanced 
zgainſt the act, all theſe falſhoods are ſtill to 
- cloſed with one which fairly beats them 

Moſt true it is, that a man in the Weſt 
. is under a temporary proſcription by 
this act, not, as you pleaſe to aſſert, becauſe 
he happens to be in the Weſt Indies, but if 
5 D 4 R 
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he have choſen to commit, if he be ſtrongly 


ſuſpected of having committed high, tregſon or 
piracy: in the Weſt Indies. Moſt true it is, 


that any inhabitant of three anoffending pro- 


vinces on the Continent is under a temporary 
proſcription by this act, not, as you pleaſe 
to aſſert, becauſe he is ſuch inhabitant, but 
if he have choſen to commit, if he be ſtrongly 
ſuſpected of having committed ig treaſon 


or ßiracy; if he be an ending inhabitant, 
Moſt true it is, that a perſon coming from 


the Eaſt Indies, that every gentleman who 


has travelled for his health or education, that 
every mariner who has navigated the ſeas, are 
all under a temporary proſcription by this 
act, not, as you pleaſe to aſſert, for no other 
offence, i. e. for being a mariner, for having 


travelled, for being on his return from the 


Faſt Indies; but for having, to the other ad- 
vantages which voyages and travels afford, 
added a taſte for piracy or high treaſon— 
for having committed either, or for being 


ſtrongly ſuſpected to have committed either. 
Shall the arreſted highwayman complain that 


he muſt not croſs Hounſlow Heath? the 
forger of Mr. Burke's name, that he muſt not 
write? Surely, Sir, you are not inſulting 


us by reprobating an act which you have not 


red, as well as by condemning an act which 
you did not oppoſe ! How -would your 


jealous patriotiſm, Sir, have taken fire, had 


2 


(al 


of the Sen when dungeons, chains; = 
and all the terrible things with which your 


Fae ry could juſt now ſhock us, were the 
eſs conſequences of a poor man's wiping 


his noſe with a white pocket handberetins] ! 


Had this fat (then become preſumption 
« of guilt) been proved” even againſt you, 


Sir, Rae bare ſuſpicion of the crown would 


« have put you out of the law.” Let us 
then, for Heaven's ſake, enjoy our pocket 
handkerchiefs i in popes and be aan 

« Thus are blown away the infolbracs e of 

« patriotic falſhoods ! Thus periſh the mi- 
« ſerable inventions of the wretched runners 
% for a wretched cauſe, which they have 
* fly-blown into every weak and rotten part 
« of the country, in vain hopes that, when 
4 their maggots haye taken wing, their im- 

portunate buzzing may ſound enn 
C like m public Ty * 


Thus have 1 gaben de to all your charges: 


A whether enough to ſerve a refining ſpecu- | 
45 Jati it or 2 hk” OE Is 1 do not 


e en n vs one SHE quan, among che 


adherents to Jameſis party. State Trials. See the-s trial of 
Robert Lowick, 3696. 5 


+ Mr. B. 's Speech, 19 April, 1774. p. 74. 
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lad now, TH we will 0 in what reſpect ba 
your opinion and mine differ upon this ſta- WI 
tute. For, from the begi nning g. che l ule of ſh 
my conduct alſo has been to act and to think 
on the principles of the conſtitution with men, 
whom I ſhould venture to call as good men as 
any the time affords, were it not that your 
modeſty has prevented me, by already aſſuring 
us, that you act with the beſt the time affords -, 
Jour complaints againſt the ſtatute are ſome- 
What ſingular—firſt, that it does any thing at 
all; and then, in the fame breath, that it does 
ſo little, when it might, with ſafety to its pa- 
rents, have done ſo much. In the latter com- 
plaint, though on different grounds, we are 
perfectly agreed; ſo that, like many other 
Icoldets, in political and matrimonial life, we 
begin at laſt to diſcover that we are not, at 
the bottom, ſuch inveterate enemies as we 
imagined. This, Sir, is indeed a moſt ma- 
terial fault; a fault, for which in my opinion, 
the miniſtry will ever remain highly blame 
ahlea from which the wonſt conſequences, 
perhaps, may follow. Sir, I affirm, that it does 
not go far enough. This is part of that timid 
ſyttem, that trembling exertion of authority, 
( "to which we. are indebted for the ee 
3 
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bellion. We have threatened when we ſhould 1 

have acted. Great Britain ſtretched forth 

the irreſolute arm of her power, and drew it 
back. America ſaw this, and before that un- 
wicldy arm was again ſtretched forth to ſtrike, 
ſhe had put herſelf. into a poſture of defence; 
Lenity, humanity, are ſometimes by vulgar 
minds miſtaken. for fear, for inability. They 
were ſo mi iſtaken by the Americans; an able 

villaia or tg among them (what country is 


without ſome ?) took advantage of their miſ» 


take, to his and to their deſtruction. F rom 
the ſtamꝑ act, down to the hour in which Tam. 
penning this letter, almoſt every act of govern- 
ment toward: the colonies, has wanted reſolu- 
tion, and, conſequently, wanted every thing. 
The hand of the parent has Nags Rand — 
melee office. | 
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Ti the fault of our ee ; Suit it is allo 
the fault of our politics, and no trifling one. 
A miniſter ſhould be a bold man; a man who 
would have been a-ſucceſsful ixdhel, if his vir- 
tues did not make him a patriot. One ſeſſion 
of Parliament, has only left = fearful, buſi- 
neſs to the next ſeſſion, which has come and 
ſlept over it, like its predeceſſor; or, like its 


| predeceſſor, been afraid to meddle with it. 


The „ from their rende the 
ſavages, 


. 1 44 3 
0 ſavages, that the wild beaſt which is not deſtroy- 
ed in his lair; becomes more formidable every 
day; and will On be the terror of the nations. 
Sir, that roaring Rebellion, which i is now ſtalk- 
ing over a whole continent, almoſt mature, 
and full grown, was once a harmleſs, toothleſs 
thing, with which a child might Play, which 
a child might once have tamed. Its jaws are 
now fleſhed it has taſted human blood, and 
human blood alone can ſatisfy it. Sir, to get 
out of theſe metaphors, which are, alas! too 
juſt — the reſolution we have ſhewn, has been 
worſe than no reſolution at all; becauſe it has 
always come too late. We have always in- 
geniouſly contrived to be juſt a degree behind 
hand: when we ſhould have threatened, we 


have only coaxed; we have threatened, when 


we ſhould have acted. There was a moment, 
when, perhaps, a much ſmaller number of 
men than are now employed in burying our 
American dead, would have ſaved all the 
blood which has ſtained the Atlantic. Rebel - 
lion was declared without any proceeding 
againſt it as ſuch; addreſs, after addreſs, was 

Laid at the foot of the throne, without being 

able to prevail upon government to take any 


ſteps toward the apprehenſion or the convic- 


tion of any individual offender : And modes of 
blic coercion were adopted (as yourlelf * 


well obſerved, tho' for the ſake ofa falſe argu- 
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ment) which had much more reſemblance to a 
ſort of qualified. hoſtility towards an indepen- 
dent power, than to the puniſhment of rebel- 
lious ſubjects. When poſterity ſhall fit down 
to tell her liſtening children, of the preſent 
irreſolute times, ſhe W 111 talk of Gur good na- 
ture, more than of our talents for govern- 


The body politic alſo has its ſurgeon; and 

he too muſt throw afide the amiable weak 
neſſes of human nature. His hand, his 
eye, muſt be ever firm and reſolute. His 


patient may, perhaps, think him cruel, un- 
feeling; and, if reſolution ' and firmneſs 
be cruelty and want of feeling, well is it 


for his patient that he deſerves the cen- 
ſure, Sir, I affirm, that ſuch a man as I 
deſcribe, would have made a deeper inci- 
fion in our liberty—would have hazarded 
ſomething (if indeed it would have been 


hazarding any thing) to fave ſo precious a 


limb; perhaps, to fave the body. Sir, ſuch a 
man would not have truſted to a partial reme- 
dy: he would have had recourſe to a total 
ſuſpenſion. of the Habeas Corpus act at once: 
and this country would not then have been in- 
flamed, and irritated, and made fore by pub- 
lications and letters, which deſerve not an an- 
ſwer, if the induſtry of their circulation did 


* not make ſome amends for the abſurdity of 


« their 
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member of Parliament, and a 


141 
their * eguents. 
tn times were, what every honeſt man 
wiſhes them, times of tranquility and peace, is 
to talk, not like an honeſt man, not like a ra- 
tional man. Then if they be not—on the 
contrary, if they be what every honeſt man 
' laments they are, times of daring, determined 
rebellion—Miniſtry alſo ſhould be daring, be 
determined—precedents are not wanting— 
and I: too, will © moſt ſolemnly aſſure thoſe 
put any fort of confidence in me," 
that there is at preſent an abſolute political 
neceſſity for extending the act in queſtion, as 
fully and as "completely as as it was. extended 


in 1745. 


Thus mark Sir, hs my opinion of the 
a: Let me now talk to you for a mo- 
ment, about the decency of delivering your 
opinion of it at this time of day. 
never occur to you, Sir, while you were pen- 

ning this letter that you were now, tho' a 


don't miſtake), for the very fir 
your head about this act? Did you never once 
recollect, that after omitting to oppoſe it, when 
_ oppoſition might have had effect, you are now 
oppoſing it, when oppoſition is vain and uſe- 
leſs? And oppoſing what? An eftabli/be 
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patriot too (if I 
time troubling 


law, 
1 e act of Parliament, — which Lol 
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one difſentient Lord proteſted ; upon which 


the patriots did not divide; againſt which 
Burke did not harangue. Conſidering you 
are not ambitious of ridicule, nor N 
à candidate for diſgrace * conſidering - 

do not prefer the intereſt. of a paltry Acne 


to the very being of your country |; this, 1 


think, 1s quite as bold a ſtroke in patriotiſm, as 
any one could have expected. Reſiſtance more 
decent than this, refiſtance at a time when re- 
ſiſtance might have been effectual, your own 
letter tells us would have been conſidered as 
factious by moſt within doors, and by very 
many without 7, And will it take from the 
number of that majority, to add to the inde- 


ceney of that e Unanimity, Sir, a 


_— are mighty reſpecta able things, when. 
they n to make in your fuvour 8. But 
I "Ars 2 one with you about your indecent, 
unparliamentary, unmanly behaviour, when 1 
have aſked you what you think poſterity will 
fay of that modeſt letter, ſhould it ever reach 
poſterity, - which is written by a member of 


| parliament, in order to reprobate an act of Par- 


lament, which he did not even debate in any 
one of its ſtages—not on the ſecond reading, 
not in the committee, not on the report. On 
the third reading you know it is not very uſual 


fo br fall _ W to an a bill. And 


*Mr. Bs SEM 22 Hifarch; 179%. 0 

T Letter, N 37. Letter, P. 18. 2 

$ Mr. B.'s Speech, 19 3 1774. Pe 72. - 
; And this Letter, p- 62 and 64. 


yet 


P 
yet you come, after that third reading, when it 
is paſſed into a law, and ſay that it ſhould not 
have paſſed into a law. After this, Sir, the 
common- place declamation with which the 
reſt of your letter is eked out, deſerves, per- 


haps, but little notice. 


will beſtow upon it. 0 


This part of your letter, Sir, I have peruſed 


with attention and concern. In writing it, I 


muſt certainly ſuppoſe you to have had ſome 
view. Of your patriotiſm I cannot doubt. 
It is not poſſible, therefore, to believe that 
all theſe ſtale offals of argument are ſcraped 


together, in order to feed the ravenous may. 
of rebellion. For whom then. muſt I ſuſpe& 
you to be caterer ? For whom, but for * that 


great man and his excellent aſſociates, whom 
« this whole empire, you aſſure us (and you 


ought to know, for you were one of them), 


% has reaſon to remember with eternal gra- 


* titude *. In the courſe of the glorious. 
adminiſtration of 1766, this country, you 


kindly inform us, attained, by haſty degree, 
to that grand zenith of perfection, from 


which ſhe has, ever ſince, been gradually re- 


ceding. The firſt moment of the next admi- 
niſtration, was the laſt of our proſperity, and 


the firſt of our preſent adverſity.— The con- 


cluſion a child may draw; eſpecially when we 
have your ©* moſt ſolemn aſſurance, that every 
* thing which has been done fince then, has 


® Letter, p. 61. A 
N SC ariſen 


2 bh. nd 9 


4 49 1 
; addin from a total miſconception of * ob- 


| 5 ject R. The cancluſion muſt be this — that 


hand, which led Fa! to the ſummit of per- | 
fection in 1766, is alone able to conduct you 
thither 152 f. If Tiny can be F ae 5 
the deſtined han and, 


Fir, of all ** the as i is 2 Fe” the 


virtuous people of Briſtol, may perhaps, be 


now- :confidering of the beſt. anſwer to 
your, letter ; ; an addreſs deſiring the inſtant 


promotion f you and your great man 
they owe you ſomething, ſurely, for the civil 


things you ſay of them all +! My aukward 


—.— 2 ſtands a little in my way, or I would 


juſt hint to them, that the author of this letter 
would alſo make an excellent aſſociate for 
their future miniſter ; that he has ſtudied the 
doctrines of their repreſentative and oracle; 
that he too, poſſeſſes 1 ** talents of the great 
„ and ruling kind; that many of his friends 
think him to, ox 4 rather a turn for govern- 
ment; and that, in wy © humble opinion,” 
he would really make a very pretty. politician. 

Nor, would I omit, carefully to follow your 


cautious example, in hoping that my. Fenders | 
„ do rot imagine me to be influenced Gly | 


© other views; than the fordid lucre of 
10 and e 


. Letter, p. 29” I Letter, p- 66. f Letter, p. 26. 
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Letter, p. 68. 


. 
28 to the melancholy picture which. you 
ive us with ſo truly /ſombre a hand of poor 45 
Fachdd, it is the ſtyle of painting always in 
faſhion with your patriots. To ride in the 
- whirlwind is their delight, tho they know 
not how to dire& the ftorm. If they be not 
| employed in doing miſchief, at leaſt they will 
preſage it. Like all mankind, they ** love to 
-< things, which their heartieſt withes,” I 
hope ! © would be to have redrefſed *."— 
There is a paſſion,” it is well ſaid, ** which 
«© has been ſo ſtrong as to make very miſerable 
« men take comfort that they were ſupreme 
in miſery +.” It is a turn of mind, 


which I muſt confeſs, 1 9 not feel a 


0 diſpoſed 1 to envy. 


With the barbarity of Heſſian ee 


your juſt ear ſeems to be ſadly ſhocked. Af. 
ter liſtening without much horror to the 
war-whoop of Rebellion, ſuch empty ſounds 
as Raille and Kniphauſen ſeem to R you 
ſhudder. Do not, Sir, viſit the ſins of the 
fathers upon the third and fourth generation. 
True is it, theſe diflonant names are neither 
ſo familiar, nor ſo elegant, as Cuſbion, Han- 
1 och, 1 r ; Pur | 1 tel 225 WR, Sir— 


8 Sublime and Beautiful, p. 77. 
+ Sublime and — P- 8. 5. 


= 5 + when 


K 
when: the (I Hope not ten years) reduction of 
America ſhall be worked up into an Iliad by 
ſome future Milton, they will accord perhaps 
better with the dignity of the epic muſe. : In 
the laſt war, no fault, I believe, was found 
either with the appellations or with the 
ſwords of theſe ſame Heſſians. Sure I am, 
that, in what you call the preſent war, they 
can never have ſo frigh — þ your Americans, 
under your generalſhip in this letter, 
thy have frightened your readers. They 
have been drawn up againſt us in every argu- 
ment, they have lain in ambuſcade for us 
under every leaf. Why, you muſt have ten 
times as many in your pay, Sir, as we! and 
you certainly have; for ſee you rave 
. about German allies of Zwenty hireling 
05 i * ſtates *; about the mercenary zeal of 
* all the circles of Germany ; and about 
be K pouring out blood like 3 Nay, 
10s more, the ſavage. Indians are Jet looſe upon 
ou us in every page. But here I muſt be ſerious. 
the dir, you well know theſe ſavage. Indians were 
on. not firſt employed by this country againſt A- 
her merica. On the fide of government not an 
an. indian appeared till the affair of Cedres in 
1776. In the northern colonies whole na- 
ions were 3 down by the . Con- 


7 Forte P. 24 + 13 P · 28. t p: 26. 
„ Dp greſs 


hen 


5 0 7ﬀ 52 17 
| greſ early i in 1775. At the ſame tiwe de- 


puties were ſent to engage the Indians in the 


Basbern provinees; and, in the attempt on 
Tybee Ifland, fo far from wiſhing to conceal 
the Indians whom they had with them, even 
their own peop ple were dreſſed as Indians, and 
the tomahawk and the e were 
ders carefully remembered.” 


The man 1 knows all theſe facts a 
man who knows alſo that there has not been 
a ſingle war in the memory of us or of our 


fathers wherein foreign ſoldiery has not been 
employed this man nevertheleſs is not a- 


ſhamed*to = hollow and hearten * people 


into what I would fain perſuade myſelf i is not 


rebellion ; and to poiſon the minds of his 


countrymen, by ringing the changes upon 
foreign troops and Indian allies, upon In- 
dian-allies and foreign troops. No con- 
viction (I obſerve with concern!) however 
clear, can fatisfy a patriot, nor keep fome 


people from retailing the ſame refuted Pg | 


RES over aa over again. 50 
N92 even tho” vanquiſh'd, they can argue nil, 


While words of learned length and 55% # found 
Amaze the gaping patriots rang'd around t. 


15 8 p. 255) . 1 Goldſmith, 
20 


c . edt — — n „% 


nd 


[6 


8 


To the horrid picture which you give us ; of 
this country, I have already paid my compli- 
ments; it is admirably ſtudied ; but your me- 
lancholy genius did not think the colouring 
dark enough. The ; incipal figure, of the 

0 


piece is now brought forward to the eye, and 


forced upon obſervation . With what a 
gloomy pomp, with what a fignificant and 
expreſſive uncertainty of ſtrokes, it is finiſhed! 


It deſerves all the praiſe which the enquiry 


into the ſublime and beautiful” beſtows 


pon Milton's. portrait of the King of Terrors. 
The ond <q of Junius was by, ſome people 
t rather bold, but your's is ſuperior in 


: be gabe, at leaſt; and does credit even to 


the ſchool of patriotiſm, My fear is, that 
other artiſts-may now think theirſelves autho- 
rized by your example, to ſet you in a light as 
horrid and as falſe; and that, before long, a 


caricature of Mr, Burke, may meet our eyes 


in every bookſcller's window, almoſt as ſhock- | 


ing as that which you have given to the world, 
for a likeneſs of your or 


; Dis A Sir, before we part, 185 that . 


„ unſuſpecting confidence in the mother 
country, into which,” you ſo confidently 
aſſure us, the colonies fell after the "repeal of 
* the Stamp AF A repeal which 5 e | 


Jy . Lefior; p. 255 26, T Letter, P. 61, 3 


7 q 54 J 

before now, painted in the moſt asia eo. 
tours of your eloquence - which you have he- 
fore now told us, was brought about, by your 
<« great man, and his excellent aſſociates,” in 


thunder, lightening, and in rain; While 


4 earth below. ſhook, heaven above menaced, 
« and all the elements of minifterial ſafety 


were diſſolved x. Do you remember, Sit, 


the act which was paſſed during this very ad- 


miniſtration, among other purpoſes, for that of 


better quartering his Majetty's troops in-North 
America? And do you remember the ad 
of their own; which the aſſembly of New 


York, not liking the mode preſcribed by Par- 


: liament, thought p proper to pals, after this very 


repeal of the Stamp AR, directing another 


mode, inconſiſtent with the proviſions made 
by Parliament? Ignorance this could not be, 
for we have your own word, that *-when you 


e are ignorant, you are diffident +;” and of 


diffidence, I defy any body to accuſe you 
here. My deſign is merely to determine the 
exact weight of. obligation, which your 
great man, and his excellent affociates" 
Have heaped with both grand "_ this 
country. 


* Mr. B's Speech, 19 4 pl, 1774. p. 60 to 66. 
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One other word. How. cruel, hs. a | 


frighten us ſo often, and ſo ſadly about 9 


and. the protection which her arms in parti- 
cular are to lend to America, and the hor- 


tors of a general European war! Sir, you 


need not be alarmęd. No ſuch thing will 


happen, aſſure yourſelf ! Even the cryo Lord 


Chatham 1 is altered, and thoſe nations, who a 
little time ago, were moſt undoubtedly to 
| fide with injured America, in the common 


cauſe of wreſting her dependence from this 
country, we are now told do not find it to be 
their intereſts ſo to do, but will fit quietly 
by, until we ſhall have purchaſed that inde- 

dence for them, at the expence of our 


own blood, and our. own treaſure. Nor is 
the former part of this preſent faſhionable 
language not true. It is nat the intereſt of 


the European nations, to lend open affiſtance 


to America. Nor do they, nor daes any one 
of them, I am bold to affirm, lend any more 
affiſtance of any kind to America, than a man 


of enlarged abſeryation ought plainly to per- 
ceive that, under the ſame circumſtances, the 
fame country would neceſſarily receive from 
other countries, in other times. Nay, I 


venture to add, not /o much. To him who 


does not at the firſt glance ſee how indiſ- 
putable 1 is this aſſertion, it were vain to dilate 
upon it. But fancies Mr. Burke that this 
country ever did fear, eyer can ſear, the rude, 


raw ego ac . i deſerve ſuch a name) of 


a fanatic, 


36 J 


A fanatic, who firſt ſtepped from a Printer 


Hell, into a Laboratory; and froma Laboratory, 


to the Cabinet of Verſailles? The enibafy 


of ande wg Kpothecaty, who, By coaiin 
hither, and turning patriot barriſter, eſcaped 
tafting and feathering in his omn country, 


by his own countrymen ; and Who eſcaped 
fornething more difagreeable in this country, 
by going to France, and turning plenipo- 
15 | 


tertiary of America? Is it from the ſchemes 
_ 6f Machiavels like theſe, that England is to 


n | : 


Will patriotiſm deſcend ! | 


fear. her ruin? To what | paltry arg. 1ments 


And now, Sir, we muſt part for ever. Of 

ou, and of your letter I take a final leave, 
The reputation which you have acquired by 
It is, 1 afſure you, perfectly free from any envy 
ok mine, Yet it is a letter“ which I con- 
re ſtantly carry about; which I have often 
ie uſed, and ſhall often uſe again *;” which 
Will never be in & a bad odour” with me. 
Ia the beginning of it, you ſay, that « if you 
* have the misfortune to differ with ſome' of 


% your fellow-citizens, on this great and 


& arduous ſubject, it is no ſmall confolation 


e to you, that you do not differ from the two | 


worthy gentlemen to whom you are writ- 
* ing.” The approbation of Mr. John Parr, 
„„ ͤ 20:-095t 1085. .H 0012 
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aud Me: John Harris, muſt indeed be ** 


than commonly valuable, to afford you the 
ſmalleſt conſolatien for all Who differ with 
you. Not, however, but the letter has had, 
and will have, its effect. For:“ the paſſions 
« of. the common ſort of: people are very 
« ſtrongly rouzed, by a fanatic preacher, or 


« by the ballads. of Chevy Chace, and. the 


Children in the Wood . But the caſe © Is, 
sir, that the wholeſome. ſpirit of oppoſition, 
ſeems Woefully to decline in this — 

2s. you obſerve with concern, W. MESSE 
ſay, that liberty is in danger | 
t made unpopular to Engliſhmen 15 being” 
is exactly my own idea, only that what i in . 


ue A is ende in ina Kala. eee 


2 
Sir, theruaty not many hours, 2s you 15, 
ſee by the date of this, ſince 1 heard all that 


the cloquence even of a Chatham could ſay 


on the ſide of what you affect to call liberty. 
And if his hand could not even decorate the 
queſtion, Mr. Burke can expect little compli- 
ment; though, merely as a man of abllities, 
Mr. Burks need not bluſh to have failed in the 
ſame honourable cauſe with him. On that 
day, Sir. —nay on this day for it is yet hat . 
the evening of it I did not ſee. you in the 


crowd EE Shs S e of ha l rater. 


— 
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Had I. you would have ſeen, how even PE 
n ſmiled at his offer, to gather America 
to the arms of England with his crutch; 
and at the old man's prophecy of ruin to this 
country, if the reconciliation, which his mo- 
tion propoſed, ſhould not take place with. 
* fix weeks + and how they almoſt laughed at 
that motion for uncondi =" reconciliation; 
to which if the kingdom had that moment 
ced; and if his own fon<in-law could 
have ſet ſail from behind the throne, the next 
moment, with the joyful terms of it in his 
patriotic pocket, and with the fulleſt b 
of what would then no more be faction to dif: 
tend his fails; the campaign would have been 
commenced, the war, perhaps, been over, be- 
fore even he could have arrived. But I have 
not yet ſufficĩently ſtudied Mr. Burke's compo- 
fitions, to give a looſe to my pen againſt every 


man, who differs from me in opinion, whe- rt 
ther King or ſubject; and, if I pity Chatham, f 
I- give me a word; tho' neither is py Rong { 

8 enongh—I worſhip Pitt. . et 
5 2 

Sir, the perfect en ner of King, food | er 
ai Commons — the converſation of almoſt. 7 
every company — the language of almoſt 


every print, do prove that mankind be. 
gin to open their eyes to their happinels 
and welfare. Even the letter before me 
is nothing more than the faint barking of ex- 


piring party. © 45 N with the freedom of 
piring party. . © = 


« hiſtory, and I hope without offence . 
The Cerberus of faction, finding his ſelf no 
longer careſſed, no longer the favourite with⸗ = 
in doors, was willing, at leaſt to make a noiſe 
without. That eloquence too which cannot 
command the attention of an audience, 
might {till chance to inflame the paſſions: 
of a reader. If here too it ſhould fail, how 
truly pitiable the author l Gracious Hea- 
ven! of what ſtuff are we made, when 
the ſame human being, in the coutſe of 
eleven ſhort years, can poſſeſs fuch very dif- 
ferent places, in the eſtimation of his fellow= 
creatures! I deal in truths—if they be me- 
lancholy truths, that man muſt thank his ſelf 
—it is his own fault. Neither can L. pur- 
« chaſe the favour of any man, by concealing 
t from him, what I think his ruin . But, 
let hm remember I tell him, his name al- 
ready loſes of its influence — even his eloquence, 
ſhorn of its beams, no longer warms, no longer 
ſhines—a little time, and he will ceaſe, for 
ever, to be Lord of the aſcendant—he ſhall no 
more dazzle the eyes of the nations—the Weſt- 
ern horizon is now, for the laſt time, in a blaze 
with his deſcending glory] ſee it gradually 
fnking behind the ' Atlantic= while, unlike 
that beneficent luminary to which, in its ſet- 
ting, I compare his former, but always bane- 
ful, brightneſs, he has not the melancholy 
_ | Mr. B's Speech, 19-April, 1774 . 
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